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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . Examiner states for the record that no Information Disclosure Statement is 
presently filed in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Momoh et al. (U.S. Patent* 5,991,777). 

Consider claims 1 and 8, Momoh et al. disclose a information processing 
apparatus for reproducing an audio-only disk-shaped recording medium, said 
apparatus comprising: reproducing means for at least reproducing an audio data 
signal from said audio-only disk-shaped recording medium (figure 2 - computer 
(34)); storing means for storing data (figure 2 - hard disk drive (41)); and 
controlling means for controlling reproduction of audio data from said audio-only 
disk-shaped recording medium on the basis of control information stored in said 
storing means (figure 4; column 11, lines 41-67 - the software and 
associated hardware is used to reproduce the audio data); wherein said 
controlling means controls the reproduction of said audio data on the basis of 



Application/Control Number: 10/656,207 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2189 

system controlling software stored in said storing means, said system controlling 
software comprising: an application layer for converting a request from 
application software into a predetermined command and outputting the command 
(figure 3; column 10, lines 26-55 - client process (66)); and a driver layer 
having a file system layer including an audio-only file system for generating a 
control command to be outputted to a device driver in a device layer at least for 
said reproducing means to read the audio data from said audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium, to control a device corresponding to said command on the 
basis of said command inputted from said application layer (figure 3; column 
10, lines 26-55 - device driver (74), file system driver (72)). 

Consider claims 2 and 9, and as applied to claims 1 and 8 above 
respectively, Momoh et al. disclose that the file system layer outputs to said 
device layer a disk-related information readout control command to read out disk- 
related information having predetermined information related to recorded data 
recorded on said audio-only disk-shaped recording medium (column 10, lines 
36-55 - the file system driver issues a command to the device driver); and 
said file system layer generates a disk-related information file including additional 
information related to the recorded data recorded on said audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium on the basis of the disk-related information outputted on the 
basis of said disk-related information readout control command (column 10, 
lines 36-55 - the file system driver receives data back from the device 
driver in response to the request). 
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Consider claims 6 and 13, and as applied to claims 1 and 8 above 
respectively, Momoh et al. disclose that the file system layer is included in 
operating system software that controls said information processing apparatus 
(figure 3; column 9, lines 41-44). 

Consider claims 7 and 14, and as applied to claims 2 and 9 above 
respectively, Momoh et al. disclose that the disk-related information is obtained 
from sub-code data read from said audio-only disk-shaped recording medium 
(column 10, lines 36-55 - the file system driver receives data back from the 
device driver in response to the request). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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6. Claims 3, 4, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Momoh et al. (U.S. Patent# 5,991,777) as applied to claims 2 and 
9 above respectively, and further in view of Johnson et al. (Pub. No. US 
2002/0166056). 

Consider claims 3 and 10, Momoh et al. disclose that the file system layer 
generates said disk-related information file such that said disk-related information 
file includes recording control information that is referred to when the recorded 
data recorded on said audio-only disk-shaped recording medium is to be 
recorded onto another recording medium (figure 3; column 10, lines 36-55; 
column 15, lines 36-43 - the device driver returns data for the device to the 
file driver). 

Momoh et al. disclose how a read and write process passes commands 
and data between layers, but do not specifically disclose that this process is used 
in ripping a CD. 

In the same field of endeavor, Johnson et al. disclose ripping data from a 
CD, storing it in memory of a player, and burning music stored in memory to 
another CD (H0085). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Momoh to include ripping and burning 
a CD in order to allow the music to be played without the disc being inserted and 
to allow the creation of backup discs. 
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Consider claims 4 and 11, and as applied to claims 3 and 10 above 
respectively, Momoh et al. disclose that the recording control information 
indicates that the recorded data recorded on said audio-only disk-shaped 
recording medium is allowed to be recorded onto another recording medium 
(figure 3; column 10, lines 36-55; column 15, lines 36-43 - the device driver 
returns data for the device to the file driver; the attributes indicate that it is 
not protected), said file system layer generates a control command to reproduce 
the recorded data from said audio-only disk-shaped recording medium, 
generates a recording control command to control another recording medium on 
which to record said recorded data, and outputs said generated recording control 
command to a device driver that controls recording means for recording the data 
onto said other recording medium (figure 3; column 10, lines 36-55; column 
15, lines 36-43 - the file system driver sends a request to write data to the 
device driver which causes data to be stored on the device). 
7. Claims 5 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Momoh et al. (U.S. Patent# 5,991,777) as applied to claims 1 and 8 above 
respectively, and further in view of Liu et al. (U.S. Patent# 5,680,482). 

Consider claims 5 and 12, Momoh et al. disclose all of the limitations of 
the parent claim but do not specifically disclose that file system layer further 
includes an ISO 9660 file system layer for allowing a disk-shaped recording 
medium on which computer data is recorded on the basis of an ISO 9660 format 
to be reproduced by said reproducing means. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Liu et al. disclose that the CDFS is an ISO 
9660-compliant CD ROM file system (column 9, lines 2-5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Momoh et al. to include 
an ISO 9660 format, because it is a standard format that allows multiple types of 
computers to access the same files. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LARRY T. MACKALL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1172. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Reginald G. Bragdon can be reached on (571) 272-4204. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Larry T Mackall 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2189 

12 August 2009 

/Larry T Mackall/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2189 

/Reginald G. Bragdon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2189 



